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boots" (pointing to his wet and ragged shoes). "My ga-
loshes have also reached a state defying rehabilitation, so
that every day I get my feet wet. I have no desire to take
up quarters in the bowels of the earth until such time as
we make a public and uncompromising denunciation of
the old order, and therefore I reject Comrade Samoilov's
suggestion that we hold an armed demonstration, counter-
ing it with my own suggestion that I be equipped with a
new pair of boots, for it is my profound conviction th?it
such a measure will do more to hasten the triumph of
socialism than even a first-class free-for-all!"
In the same flowery language he told the workers how
people in other lands were struggling to ease their lives.
The mother loved to listen to his speeches, and they left
her with a strange impression: it seemed that the most
vicious enemies  of the  people,  those who  most often
deceived them and were most cruel to them, were fat,
redfaced little men, mean, greedy, sly and cruel. When
they were themselves hard-pressed by the tsar of their land,
they set the common people on him, and when the people
had overthrown their ruler, these little men seized the
power by fraud, driving the people back to their hovels,
or, if they resisted, killing hundreds and thousands of them,
One day the mother took her courage in both hands and
described to Yegor the picture painted in her imagination
by his speeches.
"Is that the way it is, Yegor Ivanovich?" she asked
with an embarrassed smile.
He burst out laughing, rolling his eyes and rubbing his
chest as he gasped for breath.
"That's exactly how it is, mother! YouVe taken the bull
of history by the horns! There's a little ornamentation
here, a little fancywork woven into the background, but
the facts are all in4 their right places! It's just these fat
little men who are the biggest sinners and the most poi-
sonous parasites feeding on the people. The French were
right in calling them 'bourgeois'—remember that, mother,
—fcoor-geois for it's boors they are, smashing their fists

